go                        CHRONOLOGY OF  FAILURE
JUNE 13
With the Germans in the outskirts of Paris on three sides,
Ambassador Bullitt, acting at the request of General Dentz,
Commander of the Paris area, transmits to the German Gov-
ernment formal notice that the capital has been declared an
open city and that the defending army is being withdrawn.
Mr. Bullitt, who has found himself almost without communi-
cation with the outside world since the French Government
moved to Tours, is able to forward General Dentz's message to
Berlin as a result of an unexpected telephone call which comes
through this morning from the American Legation in Berne,
The object is to spare Paris from destruction. Notices that the
capital has been declared an open city are posted in public
places. The Prefet orders the police to stay at their posts; the
firemen also remain.  Mr. Bullitt has decided that he should
remain in Paris, with the principal members of the Embassy
staff, in the hope of arranging that the transfer of the city
administration to the Germans take place without loss of life.
Meanwhile motorized and armored German columns are
pouring over the Seine bridges between Rouen and Paris, espe-
cially at Louviers, Les Andelys and Vernon,  Towns further
west, including Dreux and Evreux, are heavily bombed. North
of the city, in the neighborhood of Senlis, at least twelve Ger-
man divisions are closing in. Further east the enemy has crossed
the Marne just above Chateau-Thierry, and still further east
is at ChSlons-sur-Marne. 'The forces thrown into the attack
between the Seine and the Meuse are estimated to total 100